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cousin of the Grand Duke of Baden, chosen to succeed him at
the suggestion of the Emperor by a meeting of the party leaders.
He formed a coalition cabinet of men known to be ready to
work for peace. On the 5th October he sent to President
Wilson a message asking him to mediate for the ending of the
war., and invite the Allies to grant an armistice. He declared
that Germany was ready to accept the President's proposal of
the 'Fourteen Points', in his message to Congress of the preced-
ing January. On the same day the Austrian Government sent
a message to Wilson making the same requests. In announcing
this action to the Reichstag the Chancellor said Germany
agreed to the complete freedom of Belgium, and the evacuation
of all the occupied territories, and looked forward to a general
peace based on the principles repeatedly set forth by the Ameri-
can President, and trusted the future peace would be protected
by the formation of a League of Nations.

Wilson, of course, kept in touch with the Allied Governments
during the exchange of messages that followed between Wash-
ington and Berlin. One may well regret that this correspon-
dence dragged on nearly to the last day of October, Wilson
declaring that he could not ask the other Allies to act with him
until he had full assurance that he was dealing with a govern-
ment that represented the German people, and was in a posi-
tion to initiate serious measures for a lasting peace. Once this
was clear the actual terms of the proposed armistice and the
arrangements for evacuation of the Allied territories must be
settled with the military chiefs of the Allied armies. While
this diplomatic debate was being prolonged the armies in
France and Flanders were fighting day after day, driving back
the German forces, who to the last stubbornly defended line
after line of temporary resistance. Germany had practically
displayed the white flag of surrender and a provisional armistice
might well have been arranged in mid-October, saving thous-
ands of brave men from death and suffering, the price of no
compensating gain even to the victors.

It was not till the first days of November that at last Germany
was invited by the Allies to send representatives to France to